What is claimed is: 

1. A mekhod for providing control of at least one camera to at 
least one Vetwork user, comprising, 

providing at least one network link between the at least one 
camera and the at least one network user, 

. .\ 

providing at least one interface to the at least one network 
user\ 

generating\ camera control commands based on data from the at 
least pne interface, 
H z providing the camera control commands to the at least one 
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camera, \and,/Y 
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utilizing the\ atl l/east one network link to provide the at 

least one network user with data based on the at least 
one camere 



2. A method according to claim 1, wherein providing at least one 
network link between che at least one camera and the at least one 
network user includes \providing at least one network link based 
on supporting at least^one of fiber optic, infrared, satellite, 
Radio Frequency (RF) , microwave, cable, or Internet Protocol (IP) 
communications . 

3. A method according tdi claim 1, wherein providing at least one 
interface to the at leastlone user includes providing at least 
one applet to the at least\ one network user. 
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4. \a method according to claim 1, wherein providing at least one 
interface to the at least one user includes providing at least 
one application to the at least one network user. 

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein providing at least one 
interface\to the at least one user includes providing at least 
one of a graphical user interface, a database interface, a 
scripting Interface, a menu driven interface, or a text -based 
interface . 




6. A method a<^co$ding to claim 1, wherein providing at least one 
interface to the^at\Least one user includes providing a control 
area having a cursor that the at least one user can activate and 
thereafter control the at least one camera. 



7. A method according to claim 1, wherein generating camera 
control commands based on data from the at least one interface 
includes, 

determining a cursor position, and 

8. A method according* to claim l, wherein generating camera 
control commands based \on data from the at least one interface 
includes determining whether a cursor is active or inactive. 
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9^ A method according to claim 1, wherein generating camera 
control commands based on data from the at least one interface 
includes computing at least one of pan, tilt, focus, zoom, and 
camera preset commands based on the interface data. 



10. Aynethod according to claim 1, wherein providing the camera 
control! commands to the at least one camera includes transmitting 
the camera control commands using the at least one network link. 

11. A method according to claim 1, wherein utilizing the at 

^ least onelnetwork link to provide the at least one network user 
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12 with data based on the at least one camera, includes providing 



the at leas^ one {network user with at least one of compressed or 
uncompressed anal6g/ Migital, and streaming audio and visual data 




*L based on the\ at least one camera. 

Cj 

ru 

iO 12. A method \according to claim 1, further including selecting 
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M one of the at least one network users from which to provide 

control of theVt least one camera. 



13. A method according to claim 1, further including 
implementing a queue for providing distributed control of the at 
least one camera ^amongst the at least one network users . 



14. A graphical user interface (GUI) for providing control of at 
least one camera by at least one network user, the at least one 
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netvJprk user and the at least one camera being connected by at 
least\ one communicative network link, the GUI comprising, 
a\ control area, 

a \cursor confined within the control area, and, 
a calibration module for generating camera control commands 
based on the cursor position with the control area. 

15. A GUtE according to claim 14, further including an origin 
designation within the control area. 

16. A GUI \according to claim 14, further including at least one 
focus button fdr ^increasing and decreasing camera focus. 
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17. A GUI accordmg^feo" claim 14, further including at least one 
zoom button nor increasing and decreasing camera zoom. 



in 18. A GUI according to claim 14, further including controls for 

camera presets!. 



19. A GUI according to claim 14, further including at least one 
location preset\ designation for directing the camera to a fixed 
location. 



20. A GUI according to claim 14, wherein the cursor further 

. i 

includes an active mode and an inactive mode. 



34 



21. \A GUI according to claim 14, wherein the control area 
further includes a coordinate system for mapping cursor position 
to camera control commands. 



22. A GUI according to claim 14, wherein the control area 
further \includes a coordinate system for mapping cursor position 
to pan and tilt camera control commands. 



23. A meuhod for administering control of at least one camera to 

\ 

at least one network user, comprising, 

providing at least one queue for association with the at 
l^ast camera, 



receiving 
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users for control of the at least one camera, 



quest from one of the at least one network 



associating the request with one of the at least one 
cameras, and 

conditionally placing the at least one network user in the 

is 



at least one queue associated with the request. 

i 

24. A method according to claim 23, further including 
determining whetller 
non- subscriber user 



determining whether the request is from a subscriber user or a 



25. A method according to claim 23, further including 
associating a camera control time interval with the request. 
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26\ A method according to claim 23, further including assigning 
priority to the request based on the at least one network user 
providing the request . 



27. A method according to claim 23 , further including providing 
camera cbntrol to the next user in the queue. 



28. A method according to claim 23 , wherein conditionally 
placing th\ at least one network user in the at least one queue 
associated with the request further includes determining that the 
at least onemetwork user is authorized to request control of the 
at least one came] 



tfl 29. A method accosra\ng pb claim 23 , wherein conditionally 

b placing the at \least one network user in the at least one queue 

O \ 

Sj associated with\ the request further includes determining whether 
™ \ 

Lfj the at least one network user is a subscriber. 

30. A method according to claim 23, further including usurping 
control of the camera from the at least one network camera, 



31. A method according to claim 23, further including providing 
an indication to apsume camera control to the at least one 
network user. 
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32 A A method according to claim 31, wherein providing an 
indication includes sending a message via a network for display 
to at\least one network user. 

33. A method according to claim 31, wherein providing an 
indication includes causing an audio sound to be provided to at 
least one\network user. 



34 . A system for providing remote control of at least one camera 
by at least \>ne network user, comprising: 

at leaso one initiating device for providing access to the 
at least one network user over a network, the 
initVat j£^device having a display for displaying, 
an ^nterfiace for providing camera control data, and, 
vide\> data from the at least one camera, 

\ 

at least one server to receive the camera control data from 
the at Veast one initiating device, to provide the 
camera lontrol data to the at least one camera, to 

\ 

receive *at least one of audio and video data from the 
at least \one camera, and to provide at least one of the 
audio and\ video data to the at least one network user, 
and 

instructions for translating the data from the at least one 
initiating aevice, to instructions for moving the at 
least one clmera. 



3s\ A system according to claim 34, wherein the at least one 
initiating device further includes at least one processor. 

36. A system according to claim 34, wherein the at least one 
camera \ further includes at least one processor. 

37. A system according to claim 34 , further including at least 
one queue\ associated with the at least one camera. 

38. A sysnem according to claim 34, further including 
instruction \f or determining from which of the at least one 
network users to receive camera control data. 
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39. A system \acQj2>rdang to claim 34, wherein the interface 
includes at least one of a graphical user interface (GUI) , a 
database internee, a scripting interface, a menu driven 
interface, or a \text-based interface. 

40. A computer product for providing control of at least one 
camera to at least one network user, the computer product 
disposed on a computer readable medium and having instructions 
for causing a processor to, 

provide at lelst one network link between the at least one 
camera ani the at least one network user, 

i 

provide at least one interface to the at least one network 
user, \ 
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>nerate camera control commands based on data from the at 
least one interface, 
provide the camera control commands to the at least one 
camera, and, 

utilize the at least one network link to provide the at 

.east one network user with data based on the at least 
(Lie camera. 

41. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions \to provide at least one network link between the at 
least one camera and the at least one network user include 
instructions t^b provide at least one network link based on 
supporting at least one of fiber optic, infrared, satellite, 
Radio Frequency^ (RlJ^y microwave, cable, or Internet Protocol (IP) 
communications 




42. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions to provide at least one interface to the at least 
one user include instructions to provide at least one applet to 
the at least one network user. 



43. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 



i. 



instructions to provide at least one interface to the at least 
one user include instructions to provide at least one application 



to the at least one 



network user. 
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44 A A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions to provide at least one interface to the at least 
one user include instructions to provide at least one of a 
graphical user interface, a database interface, a scripting 
interface, a menu driven interface, or a text -based interface. 



45. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions to provide at least one interface to the at least 
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one user include instructions to provide a control area having a 
cursor that\the at least one user can activate and thereafter 
control the at least one camera. 



46. A compute^ mrbduct according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions to generate camera control commands based on data 

\ V — - 

from the at least one interface include instructions to, 

\ 

determine a\ cursor position, and 

translate the cursor position to camera control commands. 



47. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions to generate camera control commands based on data 
from the at least lone interface include instructions to determine 
whether a cursor is active or inactive. 



48. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 

\ 

instructions to generate camera control commands based on data 

i 

from the at least one interface include instructions to compute 



at\ least one of pan, tilt, focus, zoom, and camera preset 
commands based on the interface data. 

49. A\ computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions to provide the camera control commands to the at 
least one camera include instructions to transmit the camera 
control commands using the at least one network link. 

\ 

50. A computer product according to claim 40, wherein 
instructions Vo utilize the at least one network link to provide 
the at least one network user with data based on the at least one 
camera, include\ ins trmct ions to provide the at least one network 
user with at leastlomB of compressed or uncompressed analog, 
digital, and streaming^gLU^io and visual data based on the at 
least one camera 



51. A computer product according to claim 40, further including 
instructions to select one of the at least one network users from 
which to provide control of the at least one camera. 



52. A computer producn according to claim 40, further including 
instructions to implement a queue for providing distributed 
control of the at least one camera amongst the at least one 
network users . 



53 \ A computer for administering control of at least one camera 
to at least one network user, the computer product disposed on a 
computer readable medium and having instructions for causing a 
processor to, 

provide at least one queue for association with the at least 
\ one camera, 

receive a request from one of the at least one network users 

\ 

for control of the at least one camera, 
associate the request with one of the at least one cameras, 

conditional ly place the at least one network user in the at 
least one queue associated with the request. 



54. A computers product according to claim 53, further including 
instructions to \determi^ne^whether the request is from a 
subscriber user or a non- subscriber user. 

55. A computer ^roduct according to claim 53-, further including 
instructions to associate a camera control time interval with the 
request . 



56. A computer product according to claim 53, further including 

\ 

instructions to assign priority to the request based on the at 



least one network uselr providing the request 
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57\ A computer product according to claim 53 # further including 
instructions to provide camera control to the next user in the 
queuev 

58. A Computer product according to claim 53, wherein 
instructions to conditionally place the at least one network user 
in the at^least one queue associated with the request further 
include instructions to determine that the at least one network 
user is authorized to request control of the at least one camera. 



59. A computer product according to claim 53, wherein 
instructions Vo conditionally place the at least one network user 
in the at least dfne ^gueue associated with the request further 
include instructton^\o determine whether the at least one 
network user isi a subscriber. 

\ 

60. A computer product according to claim 53, further including 
instructions to i)surp control of the camera from the at least one 
network camera. 



61. A computer product according to claim 53, further including 
instructions to provide an indication to assume camera control to 
the at least one neowork user. 

62. A computer product according to claim 61, wherein 
instructions to proviae an indication include instructions to 



send a message via a network for display to at least one network 
user .\ 

63. A computer product according to claim 61, wherein 
instructions to provide an indication include instructions to 
cause an alidio sound to be provided to at least one network user. 



64 . A system for providing remote control of at least one camera 
by at least one network user, comprising: 

means f or\providing access for at least one network user to 
a network, the means for providing access having a 
display for displaying, 
an inter farce for providing camera control data, and, 
video dat/a f+pm the at least one camera, 
processor mea^isi toyrbceive the camera control data from the 

\ v \. . . 

at least one lnioa^ating device, to provide the camera 
control data to the at least one camera, to receive at 

\ 

least one o\f audio and video data from the at least one 
camera, and\^to provide at least one of the audio and 
video data to the at least one network user, and 



instructions for translating the data from the at least one 

\ 

initiating device, to instructions for moving the at 
least one camera. 

65. A system according tlo claim 64, wherein the means for 
providing access includes\at least one processor. 
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